
BRIDGEMEDIA 
“You chose the cross.” 

 

“I am the good shepherd, I lay down my life for my sheep.” John 10:11  

 

As we approach Easter it is good to think of the real meaning of it. For most peo-
ple in our culture the celebrating of Christmas is far more important, whereas for 
Christians it is Easter that is so crucial. The huge amount of money spent around 
Christmas far outweighs the cost of Easter eggs, and most people wouldn’t even 
realise that the significance of those eggs is the new life that is available through 
the death and resurrection of Jesus.  

Recently in our church we sang the song, “You chose the cross,” which was writ-
ten in 2002. It is partly based on the verse from John 10 quoted above. Jesus was 
handed over to the Romans by the religious leaders of the day, the Romans put 
him to death but this was God’s way of achieving the salvation that he wants each 
of us to receive. God sent Jesus, who is the Good Shepherd, to be the Lamb of 
sacrifice for our sin. Jesus was God’s perfect son, who didn’t need to die but who 
laid down his life of his own accord so that we could be forgiven and have eternal 
life. Jesus knew that this was God’s purpose for him and he went through the pain, 
suffering and even separation from his Father so that we could become right with 
God as we put our faith in Jesus.  

As Jesus died on the cross he said, “It is finished!” which didn’t mean, “That’s the 
end!” but meant, “God’s purpose has been accomplished!” On the third day, Easter 
Sunday, Jesus rose again to live for evermore – that was the work of salvation 
completed. The chorus of the song mentioned says, “I’m lost in wonder, I’m lost in 
love, I’m lost in praise for evermore, because of Jesus’ unfailing love, I am forgiv-
en, I am restored.” That is the joy of Easter, which God offers to us all. 

Alan Ashworth 
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A Message from the Chairman of the Trustees 

 

Hello Bridgemedians 

March signals the start of spring with new shoots appearing everywhere. Mary and I 
visited Stourhead (N.T.) recently – always a favourite at any time of the year - and were 
amazed at the abundance of spring flowers – snowdrops, crocuses and primroses. 
Everything seems to be waking up after the winter. 

The onset of March also anticipates the change in the hour with the promise of lighter 
evenings along with longer days which I, for one, find very welcome. It is also a month 
of special remembrance – apparent from being our wedding anniversary, it is the month 
during which, 26 years ago, Bridgemead welcomed our first residents. 

26 years on we are committed to seeking a new direction for Bridgemead. Much has 
been achieved and continues to be achieved, but the needs of older people in society 
have increased and we want to respond to present and future needs much more effec-
tively than we have been able to in the past. This is occupying a great deal of the Trus-
tees’ time currently and we need a great deal of wisdom and insight from God to grasp 
the new vision for Bridgemead. We had a key meeting in February and, whilst we didn’t 
come to a firm conclusion, we had a valuable time together and managed to narrow 
down our options. We will provide more information when we have more clarity. 

We are holding charity auction in aid of Bridgemead at the prestigious Gainsborough 
Bath Spa Hotel on 7

th
 March thanks to the generosity of Wessex Water and others who 

are sponsoring this event. A number of valuable auction lots have been donated and 
we are inviting bids by email from anybody who wishes to make a bid but is unable to 
attend – please visit the charity auction page of our website at: 

https://www.bridgecare.org.uk/get-involved/charity-auction/ 

… and make a bid! You could well be successful!! 

On the subject of the website we have spent a great deal of time over recent months 
upgrading it and ensuring that it is updated with news of our events and activities – 
check it out. This is largely due to the generosity of Sarah Heavens who looks after our 
PR needs with enormous efficiency and enthusiasm. We are truly indebted to her – 
thank you Sarah. 

I think that is all for now. Enjoy the unfolding spring weather and the Easter celebra-
tions at the end of March/beginning of April. 

 

https://www.bridgecare.org.uk/get-involved/charity-auction/


 

The Easter Lily 

 

The Easter Lily (Lilium Longiflorum) has wonderful white trumpet -shaped flowers, 

symbolising purity, virtue, innocence, hope and life - the spiritual essence of Easter.   

For Christians, it is a flower which is featured significantly in the Bible.  When Eve left 

The Garden of Eden, she shed tears of repentance and it is said that from her tears 

sprang lilies. 

Lilies were also found growing in the Garden of Gethsemane after Christ’s crucifixion.  

This is how they often became known as the “white-robed apostles of hope.”    

White lilies are also believed to have sprung up from where droplets of Christ's sweat 

fell to the ground from the cross. 

Traditionally, Easter Lilies are arranged in churches to commemorate the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 



March Birthdays 

 

Residents 

2nd March - Jean Kemmery 

10th March - Marion Williams 

17th March - Doris Scullard 

19th March - Iris Flower 

111717th March 

Day Club    

 15th March - Christine Evered 

    

 

 

 

 March Activities 

Thursday 1st March -    Widcombe Acorns & residents activity afternoon 

Friday 2nd March  -    Danny Guest singing performance 

Monday 5th March  -   Mike Renton’s interactive sing-a-long 

Tuesday 6th March  -    Chris Griffiths entertains 

Thursday 8th March  -   Widcombe Acorns and residents activity session      

Friday 9th March  -  ‘Musica’ musical fun with Claire 

Monday 12th March  -  Alive! Conversation, music and memories with Colin 

Wednesday 14th March  -  ‘Now & Then’ sing and play 

Thursday 15th March - Pam & Residents Coffee Morning (10.45am) 

Thursday 15th March  -   Widcombe Acorns & residents activity session 

Saturday 17th March  -   Bridgemead Easter Fayre (2.30pm) 

Monday 19th March - ‘Forget-me-Not’ sing and play 

Tuesday 20th March - David Kniveton’s flute concert 



Farewell 

 

Mrs Barbara Hardy passed peacefully away at The Royal United Hospital on Tuesday 
13th February 2018.  Barbara will be missed by all those who knew and cared for her. 

 

Friends of Bridgemead 

Hello Bridgemedians, 

Another month passes and we look forward to Easter and all the beautiful Spring flowers 
– the renewal of life! 

Our first event of the year is the Easter Coffee Morning at Bridgemead Saturday March 
17 2.30pm, this is always a happy event! We shall be having stalls offering cards, 
cakes, books, gifts and crafts – and of course our ever popular Easter Egg Tombola. 
There will be a raffle and refreshments will be on sale at £2. If you can contribute to any 
of the above we shall be very grateful – just pop your donation into Bridgemead please. 

On Friday 6 April 7pm, we have a Musical Quiz with refreshments lined up for you. This 
is a new event and is really a musical story, I'm sure that it will be a fun evening – and 
something a bit different! Cost is £10, bring your own drinks. 

Our annual Fish & Chip Supper with Quiz takes place at Bridgemead on Friday 11 May 
at 7pm. This is always a well-supported evening so get your tickets from Bridgemead 
as soon as possible – we usually sell out!! The cost is £12, please bring your own fa-
vourite tipple. 

Tuesday 17 July is the date of our Annual General Meeting, Bridgemead 7.30pm. It 
would be lovely to see many of you there! Come and let us know what events you would 
like to see us organise! 

Saturday 28 July 2.30pm  finds us at Bridgemead for the Strawberry Cream Tea, 
another very happy event! We usually have a couple of stalls but essentially this is a tea 
party with the residents. Strawberry cream teas will be on sale at £2. 

Friday 31 August we are offering you a bit of exercise then supper! Helen, one of 
our supporters, is inviting you to join in a Walking Treasure Hunt around Bath. Obviously 
you will need to enjoy the outdoors but it will not be too strenuous – time is generous and 
allows for a coffee/wine stop! It will cost £10 for this event which will start at Bridgemead 
at 4pm. 

Friday 19 October we've decided that the Beetle Drive will make a return! This 
proved to be very popular the last time…......more details later! 

Una 



Easter Treats 

 

Simnel cake has been eaten since medieval times as both a rich, 

sweet treat and a symbolic ritual. The fruit cake is topped with eleven marzi-

pan balls to represent the eleven apostles of Christ, minus Judas. 

 

Easter biscuits are a traditional
 
gift, given to guests on Easter Sunday.  

Originating from the West Country they are made from flour, butter, egg 

yolk, baking powder and sugar. Lightly spiced, the currant-studded soft and 

round biscuits have a soft, biscuity, sugary crunch. Some traditional recipes 

include Cassia oil. 

 

Chocolate Easter eggs were likely crafted in Germany and France near 

the beginning of the 19
th
 century. The first chocolate egg in the UK is at-

tributed to JS Fry of Bristol in 1873.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flour
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Butter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egg_yolk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egg_yolk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baking_powder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sugar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zante_currant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egg_yolk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baking_powder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biscuit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cassia_oil


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Local Giving 

Bridgemead has a Local Giving Page set 

up. If anyone would be interested in giving, 

the link to it is:  https://localgiving.org/

charity/bridgemead/  

 

Please note that Bridgemedia can now be 

found on our website. Go to 

www.bridgecare.org.uk, click on Bridge-

media and you will find the latest issue. We 

also now have a page for Staff Vacancies 

on the website.    

 

If you would prefer to receive your copy of 

Bridgemedia by e-mail, can you please let 

us know on admin@bridgecare.org.uk  

All contributions to this newsletter are wel-
come from residents, relatives, staff and 
volunteers.   If you have something you 
think would be of interest, anecdotes, per-
sonal recollections, news events, short po-
ems or anything relevant would be wel-
come.  Published by Bridge Care Ltd, 
Bridgemead, 81 St John’s Road, Bathwick, 
Bath BA2 6PZ.  Bridge Care is a company 
limited by guarantee and registered as a 
charity under number 299400.  Limited 
Company registration number 2001246 
(England). 

 

 

Contact Us 

 

Give us a call for more information 

about our services. 

 

Bridge Care Ltd     

Bridgemead                  

81 St John’s Road  

Bathwick   

 

Tel: 01225 484904 

 

Email:  admin@bridgecare.org.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at 

www.bridgecare.org.uk 

 

 

 


