
BRIDGEMEDIA 
“The excitement of Christmas!” 

The angel said to the shepherds, “Today in the town of David a Saviour 
has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11                                                                         

I wonder if you still get excited about Christmas.  

People get excited for many different reasons depending on their age and their priorities at 
Christmas.  

In the UK we do put a lot of emphasis  on the materialistic side of Christmas. Understandably, 
children get very excited about their presents and going to pantomimes, and older people think 
a lot about  parties and food.  

It is also a good time to keep in touch with people we can’t often see by sending cards to them. 
All these things are good to some extent but very often they can be the only things that we do 
get excited about.  

Christmas time is exciting by its very nature. I get excited about the fact that God chose a rela-
tively insignificant young woman to bring the Lord Jesus into the world. When the angel came to 
her she was puzzled by all that was about to happen to her but was perfectly willing to be part 
of God’s plan.  

Joseph too trusted what the angel said to him about the child being God’s son and the one who 
would be the Saviour of the world. The fact that this child was the Messiah and yet was born in 
a stable shows the way that God reached down to us that first Christmas. The angels appeared 
to ordinary shepherds on the hillside outside Bethlehem to tell them about the birth of this Sav-
iour, while God had been showing the Magi from the east that this new King had been born.  

Advent, the time leading up to Christmas, is about getting ready for the coming of the Saviour 
but is also a time for remembering that one day Jesus will come back and that we need to be 
ready to meet him. 

Alan Ashworth 

Bridgemead  Care Home Newsletter  December 2018 



 

Trustee Statement 
 

Dear Friends! 

I have just enjoyed a coffee morning at Bridgemead with the residents, Pam, Day Club mem-
bers and friends. How lovely it feels to be part of a family. It is very warm for this time of year 
and we are still enjoying the autumn drop. It is difficult to imagine the leaves are dying with 
such superb colour, but this is the season. I have spent a day walking the dog on the Quan-
tocks and also been to Westonbirt a National Arboretum where the colours were vibrant and 
beautiful! Each season has a wonderful insight into creation. In the Bible God says the sea-
sons will continue as sure as summer follows spring. I find this so reassuring. “Seasons of 
mists and mellow fruitfulness” 

Bridgemead has always been committed to being a Home from Home and in that respect it is 
wonderful to see how people are connecting and encouraging each other as we do in our fam-
ilies and welcoming new residents too. Having coffee together is great and gives each person 
an opportunity to air their views, it may be about activities, food or even events but we value 
each idea and will try to incorporate ideas as we see these opportunities. We will have some 
challenges to face in the future but each challenge can be seen as an opportunity too! 

This month has been very significant for the country and the world, in that we have acknowl-
edged the ceasing of fire 100 years ago for World War 1. I am sure you spent some time in 
reflection on 11/11/18 as did we at church on those who gave their lives for us. We look for-
ward to a time of continued peace for our country and pray that this will also be for the world.  

The friends have continued to provide many activities including a Beetle Drive and Plough-
man’s. 

And now this is the marking of a new season, winter. I know it doesn’t feel much like it at pre-
sent (it has been very mild and we have had some lovely sunny days too) and I was very 
warm this morning walking the dog, but we are about to embark on winter and that includes 
Christmas. There are lots of activities planned and I am sure preparation will begin very soon. 

It marks the birth of Jesus our Savour, sent from God, to redeem us, that means to save us 
and pay the price for our less than perfect lives. I love the season of Christmas, new birth, 
hope and salvation. I love sharing gifts, just as God gave the most precious gift in his Son. 

And so look forward and enjoy this time together.  Be encouraged. Give thanks.  

 

                                                                                                     Shirley Furze, Trustee 

 



 
Christmas Lights 

 
 

Working in the city centre as Christmas drew near was very busy, but also special during the 
1970s. Based in one of the banks that dominated Milsom Street, I don’t remember any deco-
rations being displayed in the banking hall, but outside the city streets were decorated with 
colour a plenty, heralding the approach of Christmas. 

 

As the clock moved to 3.30pm the doors of the bank closed for the day, though work was far 
from over! This was also the time that our city’s Christmas lights began to glow. From the sec-
ond floor office window you could spot large red and blue light bulbs stretched across the 
street with blue tinsel linking the lights. It seemed so bright and colourful as daylight faded.  

 

At the top of the street on the high pavement of George Street a tall Christmas tree, dominat-
ed the view with lots of colourful lights to brighten the evening. More lights appeared further 
down Milsom Street enticing you to explore further; to walk past Lawley’s with their vast dis-
plays of china tea services & glassware, across the street Bowes & Bowes bookshop, with 
something for all the family and further on Jolly’s. I seem to remember a food hall within the 
store at that time.  

 

Continuing to walk down to Woods the stationers, past Maynard’s sweet shop more lights 
crossed high above the city streets. A little further round the corner was another bookstore, 
Wessex Books in a tiny alleyway leading to Upper Borough Walls, but even this small area 
wasn’t forgotten with more colourful lights & lanterns adding a seasonal charm. Northumber-
land Passage is perfect for a Christmas card setting & there were always lanterns & lights 
decorating this popular walkway.  A few steps away was Braddicks the place to visit for Christ-
mas cards & wrapping paper. 

 

Names like Jolly’s would always create a special window display and many of the department 
stores in the city would welcome children to come and meet Father Christmas. Who remem-
bers the Co op at Westgate Buildings and Colmers on Union Street? 

 

Perhaps it’s simply my rose tinted glasses, but somehow I remember the lights of Christmas 
past being far more plentiful and colourful. 

 

Barbara Abrahams 

 



 



December Birthdays 
 

Residents 

23 4th December— Pat Valentine  

9th December - Sylvia Little        

   17th December—Doris Huntlly k 

 

December Activities 

3rd  December  -  2pm Terry and Jenny Ballroom Dancers             

        -   6.30pm Silver Ring Choir Carol Concert 

4th December  -  David Kniveton  Flute Concert 

5th December  -  James Hogg 

7th December  -  John-on-me-Tod 

8th December  -  Christmas Fayre  - Friends of Bridgemead 

10th December  -  Forget-me-not 

11th December  - “Musica” with Clare  

          -  6.30pm  Rotary Club Carol Service at the Abbey 

12th December  -  Phil Smith 

13th December  -  Holly Marks 

14th December  -  Golden Toes song and dance show  “Deck the Halls 

          with Golden Sparkle”        

        - 12.30pm Volunteers Party 

16th December  -  Nativity Play Widcombe Sunday school 

17th December  -  Danny Guest 

19th December  -   “Now and then” 

 20th December  -  10.30pm Bathwick St Marys School Choir and  

                                  Music concert  

          -  2pm Mini - concerts 



Friends of Bridgemead 
 

Hello Bridgemedians, 

 

Just a few lines to remind you all that our Christmas Fayre will take place on  Saturday 8 De-
cember at Bridgemead at 2.30pm - we hope to see many of you there! 

Enjoy a coffee and mince pie whilst catching up with friends – have a go on the tombola or 
buy some Christmas cards or presents from our varied stalls! Make this the start of your 
Christmas festivities! 

I would like to thank all of you who have supported our fund raising events over the past 12 
months, we rely on your support and really appreciate your kindness. 

Finally, I would like to wish everyone happiness at Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 

Warm wishes, 

Una 

Vacancies 
SENIOR NURSING STAFF 

We are seeking to appoint 1 Registered Nurse to join our team where you can help make a 
huge difference to our residents on a daily basis. 

Day duty – We’re looking for a R.N to work 4 shifts per week totalling 25 hours.  

Day and night RN’s—Full /part time   

ADDITIONAL VACANCIES 

• The Day-Club Co-ordinator  – 37.5 hours per week /The Activities Co-ordinator  – 30 hours 
per week  

• F/T or P/T Care Assistants to join our dedicated, caring team days or nights. 

• Carer – for nights. A full time post – three nights per week. / Carer – for days. A full time 
post – 36 hours per week. / Carer – weekends. 

Contact Mrs Pam Bourton for further information or an application form. 
Call 01225 484904 . 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Local Giving 

Bridgemead has a Local Giving Page set up. If 
anyone would be interested in giving, the link 
to it is:  https://localgiving.org/charity/
bridgemead/  

 

Please note that Bridgemedia can now be 
found on our website.  

Go to www.bridgecare.org.uk, click on Bridge-
media and you will find the latest issue.  

We also now have a page for Staff Vacancies 
on the website.    

 

If you would prefer to receive your copy of 
Bridgemedia by e-mail, can you please let us 
know on admin@bridgecare.org.uk  

All contributions to this newsletter are wel-
come from residents, relatives, staff and vol-
unteers.   If you have something you think 
would be of interest, anecdotes, personal rec-
ollections, news events, short poems or any-
thing relevant would be welcome.   
Published by Bridge Care Ltd, Bridgemead, 81 
St John’s Road, Bathwick, Bath BA2 6PZ.  
Bridge Care is a company limited by guaran-
tee and registered as a charity under number 
299400.  Limited Company registration num-
ber 2001246 (England). 
 
 

 

 

Contact Us 
 

 

 

Give us a call for more information 
about our services. 

 

Bridge Care Ltd     

Bridgemead                  

81 St John’s Road  

Bathwick   

 

Tel: 01225 484904 

 

Email:  admin@bridgecare.org.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at 
www.bridgecare.org.uk 

 

 

 


