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To Autumn 
by John Keates 

  

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness! 
   Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun; 
Conspiring with him how to load and bless 

   With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eaves run; 
To bend with apples the mossed cottage trees, 
   And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core; 

      To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells 
With a sweet kernel; to set budding more, 
   And still more, later flowers for the bees, 

   Until they think warm days will never cease, 
      For Summer has o'erbrimmed their clammy cells. 

  
Who hath not seen thee oft amid thy store? 

   Sometimes whoever seeks abroad may find 
Thee sitting careless on a granary floor, 

   Thy hair soft-lifted by the winnowing wind, 
Or on a half-reaped furrow sound asleep, 

   Drowsed with the fume of poppies, while thy hook 
      Spares the next swath and all its twinèd flowers; 

And sometimes like a gleaner thou dost keep 
   Steady thy laden head across a brook; 
   Or by a cider-press, with patient look, 

      Thou watchest the last oozings hours by hours. 
  

Where are the songs of Spring? Ay, where are they? 
   Think not of them, thou hast thy music too, - 
While barred clouds bloom the soft-dying day, 
   And touch the stubble-plains with rosy hue; 
Then in a wailful choir the small gnats mourn 

   Among the river sallows, borne aloft 
      Or sinking as the light wind lives or dies; 

And full-grown lambs loud bleat from hilly bourn; 
   Hedge-crickets sing; and now with treble soft 
   The redbreast whistles from a garden-croft; 

      And gathering swallows twitter in the skies. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Alan Ashworth - Chaplain 
 

“May the peace of God our heavenly Father …” 
  

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.”  John 14:27 
Jesus always spoke gently to ordinary people who didn’t fully 
understand what he said. He reserved his harsh words for those who 
really didn’t try to understand. Some of the harshest words in the Bible 
were used by Jesus to the Pharisees in Matthew 23 because they 
thought that they were always right and looked down on others who 
they regarded as different from themselves. The accounts of Jesus’s 
life are full of his gentle invitations and promises to people like you 
and me, such as: “Come to me, all you who are weary, and I will give 
you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) “I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.” (Matthew 28:20) “I will never turn away anyone who comes to 
me.” (John 6:37) 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.” 
(John 14:1) 
In these days of uncertainty in the face of Covid-19 we all need to 
know God’s peace and to be able to rest assured that God knows us, 
loves us and is with us. I really like   the words of the song written by 
Keith Getty and Stuart Townend: 
  

“May the peace of God our heavenly Father 
and the grace of Christ the risen Son 
And the fellowship of God the Spirit 

keep our hearts and minds within His love. 
May this peace which passes understanding 
and this grace which makes us what we are 

And this fellowship of His communion 
make us one in spirit and in heart.” 

 
This song, ‘Stuart Townend – Benediction’ can be found on youtube. 
Hilary has said she is happy to help residents who would like to listen 
to it.  

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Trustee Message 
Gosh! 
 
I can remember writing to you all last October and how much has changed... we 
were thinking about Brexit but that is on the back burner now. Covid 19 has 
overtaken all plans. However we as Trustee’s are continuing to support all the staff 
and management to provide the best care whatever the situation. 
 
We have had a year of uncertainty and anxiousness.   It has been difficult not 
seeing family members, friends and colleagues.  I am feeling so sad that I can’t see 
my grandchildren as often as usual. Keeping the Home closed has had the benefit 
of seeing our resident’s safe but with the added burden of not having contact with 
family and friends. 
 
But we have been really blessed with management and staff who have continued to 
keep the Home safe and free from Covid. 
 
Times ahead are uncertain but we know God is in control. 
 
So in this time of change we can be assured there is one person who does not 
change and that is God. He does not change . His character remains the same, 
yesterday, today and forever. His love for us is constant. His son Jesus Christ does 
not change but reflects his Father God. In Psalm 90 v.1-2 it says “Lord you have 
been our dwelling place throughout all generations. Before the mountains were 
born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting 
you are God” 
 
Only God can give a person moral restraints and spiritual strength. While our world 
is shaking and crumbling, we need to realize that one thing will never change, and 
that is God. He is the same today as He was ten million years ago, and He will be 
the same ten million years from today. (Billy Graham) 
 
Times are difficult at the moment but we should look at our blessings.... how 
blessed we are x 
 
Shirley Furze 
  



 

 

 

We are still continuing with our outside entertainment in the car park.  We had a visit 
from Mini Concerts this month and we have arranged a further visit from Sophie on the 
7th October.  We are due a visit from “Danny Guest” on the 30th September and “Now & 
Then” on the 14th October – weather permitting!! 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
News at Bridgemead 

  
During September week we organised a "Greek Day". We had Greek Food on the 
menu for the day.  - Mousakka, Greek Salad, Greek Rice and Baklavas.  During the 
afternoon we sampled Olives, Feta cheese, Taramasalata and Tzatziki!!!  We're 
having a coffee morning/afternoon tea this week and during the meeting we will 
arrange where to visit next! 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                                    

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:- 

Residents 
Irene W 
Sue T 

Dayclub 
Iris H 

 
 

FRIENDS OF BRIDGEMEAD 
  

Hello Bridgemedians, 
  
I have been trying to remember when I'd last seen anyone from Bridgemead or 
indeed any of you Friends, it must be at least 6 months and after the latest 
'lockdown' it looks as though it will be a good deal longer! 
  
I have never read as many books as I have since the start of the pandemic– a fellow 
Friends committee member has been keeping me well and truly stocked up with 
good reading! I'm wondering how the rest of you have been coping during this long 
period of restrictions, I feel sure that there are many ingenious ways that you have 
kept yourselves occupied – I'd love to hear of them! 
  
Sadly I've had to postpone Danny Guest's concert that was due to air in October – 
such a shame as we always enjoy being entertained by him. Hopefully we shall be 
able to arrange something for next year. 
  
Stay safe and well, 
  
 
Una 
  
  



 
 
 
   

 

Coronavirus 
  

With regards the Coronavirus we are still offering the availability for 1 designated 
person (family/friend) to be able to visit residents - Socially Distancing -  in the 
Conservatory 
 
We are continuing with the visiting of residents at the windows in the Day Club 
area, at the front of Bridgemead.  We are now requesting that all visitors at the 
windows in the Day Club area will need to wear masks.  Visitors will also need to 
book in at the reception window at which point their temperature will be taken and 
relevant questions asked with regards health.  We would suggest that any visitors 
at the window to bring some form of chair/stool for their own comfort. 
 
You will need to contact Bridgemead on 01225 484904 or 01225 444869 to arrange 
your 20 minutes appointment for either the Conservatory or Window visits. 
  
  

  
Local Giving 
 
Bridgemead has a Local Giving Page set up. If anyone would be interested in giving, the link to it 
is:  https://localgiving.org/charity/bridgemead/- http://www.localgiving.org/charity/bridgemead  
  
Please note that Bridgemedia can now be found on our website. 
Go to www.bridgecare.org.uk, click on Bridgemedia and you will find the latest issue. 
 
We also now have a page for Staff Vacancies on the website.   
  
If you would prefer to receive your copy of Bridgemedia by e-mail, can you please let us know 
on admin@bridgecare.org.uk 
 
All contributions to this newsletter are welcome from residents, relatives, staff and volunteers.   If you have 
something you think would be of interest, anecdotes, personal recollections, news events, short poems or 
anything relevant would be welcome.  
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