
BRIDGEMEDIA 
“Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow”  

 

“Pardon for sin, and a peace that endureth, Thine own dear presence to cheer 

and to guide; strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all 

mine with ten thousand beside!”    

I have just been watching a film about some friends who are working in Uganda 
with people whose income normally comes from what they can collect from rub-
bish dumps. These people from Bath are seeking to change people’s lives by 
simple things like health care, wall building, collecting clean water, growing their 
own produce and introducing them to Jesus.  

Their logo is “Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow” which comes 
from the third verse of the hymn, “Great is thy faithfulness.” I have sung this 
hymn many times but as I reread these words it struck me afresh that this is 
what God wants to do for each one of us. God wants us to know him in such a 
way that his Spirit lives in our hearts and gives us the strength which we need 
to face each day; this is true for all of us but particularly so for those living in 
Bridgemead whose lives are very restricted compared with what they once 
were.  

God wants us to know him through Jesus who loves us and died for us. He died 
so that we might be forgiven and have a new and a richer life as we know and 
understand all that he has done for us. He gives that strength for today, but also 
a bright hope for tomorrow. When the Bible speaks about “eternal life” it means 
a new quality of life now, but it also means life everlasting by faith in Jesus. The 
hymn writer wasn’t exaggerating when he said, “Blessings all mine with ten 
thousand beside!” For the Christian, life really is good now, but the best is yet to 
come! 

Alan Ashworth 
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A message from the chairman of the trustees 

 

Hullo Bridgemedians 

 

What beautiful summer weather we are enjoying. Whilst we may have been relaxing in 
the sun in the UK (if we are fortunate enough), our athletes have been hard at it in Rio, 
winning medals for Team GB. And what great work they have been doing! I hope you 
have been cheering them on. 

It is great to see hard work and effort rewarded. For our athletes, their success comes 
from all the hard work and endurance that they put in day after day. However they are 
always the first to acknowledge that they could not do it without the support they re-
ceive from family, friends and their support team. 

This reminds me of all the work that is being put into Bridgemead day after day, week 
in week out, by many people including staff, volunteers, ‘Friends’ and trustees. At the 
present time there is a great deal of additional work in connection with our project to re-
structure Bridgemead to provide more resilience against potential flooding and to up-
grade our facilities. As part of this we are focusing on creating a greater ‘dementia-
friendly’ context within which we operate. You will see a separate note about this else-
where in this edition of ‘Bridgemedia’. 

We have now approved a design concept and are moving forward towards commenc-
ing detailed design that can be submitted for planning consent. During this process we 
will be in a position to share our plans with all of you who support the work of Bridge-
mead and want to see it moving forward. You see, you are our supporters and we need 
your support as we move forward. Just like our athletes in Rio, if we are to achieve a 
successful outcome, your active support is vital. We will be keeping you updated about 
ways in which you can all help in the weeks and months ahead but you can start now 
by praying for us – that we might know God’s wisdom, and by spreading the word 
amongst your families and friends about the great work that we do for older people in 
our community. 

And by the way – enjoy the rest of the summer  

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

 

Sharp September Day 

  

Autumn bites the air 

sharpening a September morning. 

Leaves of plum cherry 

prance over village walls. 

Gorse runs yellow as butter 

curving magenta heather  

meandering the Great Sugarloaf. * 

Fields of wrapped summer rest, 

rolled into harvested hay 

as clouds puff by breathless. 

 

 

Berries bruise tart hedgerows, 

their sprinting thorns startle 

a dandelion sun. 

Thistle heads tuft purple 

tossing seeds to a fleece breeze. 

A patchwork of seasoned meadows 

sleeps beneath a baby blue sky. 

Castle ruins crumble  

among sheep cotton fields 

on a hearty harvest noon.  

  

* a mountain nearby  

  

By Eiken Laan 



September Birthdays 

 

Residents 

19th September - Leslie Corp 

22nd September -  Olive Platt 

30th September - David King 

 

Day Club 

7th September -  Margaret Smart 

   18th September - Maria Borkowski 

25th September - Iris Stanton 

28th September - David Wright   

 

 

 

 

September Activities 

 

Monday 5th September  -     Gavin Lazarus 50’s and 60’s guitar 

Tuesday 6th September  -    Mike Renton’s ‘Singalong’ 

Wednesday 7th September  -   James Hogg’s ‘Music & Memories’ 

Monday 12th September  -   Handbell ringing  

Tuesday 13th September  -   David Kniveton plays relaxing flute music  

Wednesday 14th September  -  Cam Bells ring 

Wednesday 21st September  -   Lawrence Kell’s soothing violin music 

Thursday 22nd September  -   ‘Now and Then’  sing and play 

Tuesday 27th September - Holly Marks ‘Music and Songs’ 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Friends of Bridgemead 

 

Hello Bridgemedians, 

 

Have you been watching the Olympics? I've been so excited! So many medals won for 
Britain – but think of all the dedication and hard work that's needed from the competi-
tors, coaching staff and families to make success possible – my hat goes off to them! I 
am still recovering from watching Andy Murray play into the early hours of the morn-
ing, but in the end he found a way to beat the very talented Del Potro to win his gold 
medal. 

 

I'm delighted to report that the final profit made from our very successful Strawberry 
Tea was £465 – a superb amount – so many thanks to everyone involved! 

 

We are combining Pam's regular monthly coffee morning on Thursday 17 November 
with a Phoenix Card event. Clare will bring a wide selection of cards, wrapping paper 
and gifts…...this will include her Christmas range! There's no need to go anywhere 
else for your requirements, just join us for a coffee and browse through her wares! 

 

The Christmas Fayre this year is on Saturday 3 December at Bridgemead 2.30pm. All 
your favourite stalls will be there – and a couple of new ones too, so come along and 
join us for annual get-together. More details in our October edition……. 

 

Enjoy the rest of the sunshine! 

 

Una 

 

 

 

 

 



Early September in History 

 

1st September 1159 - The death of the only English Pope 
Adrian IV (Nicholas Breakspear). 

 

 

2nd September 1666 - The Great Fire of London begins in 
Pudding Lane and rages for 5 days, but killing only 9 people.  

 

 

 

3rd September 1939 - Britain and France declare war on 
Germany.  

 

 

 

12th September 1908 - Marriage of Winston Churchill to 
Clementine Hozier. 

12th September 1908 

 

 

17th September 1929 - Stirling Moss, born today.   Grand 

prix racing driver of the 1950's and 60's, he retired after a 

crash at Goodwood in 1962.  

 

 

  

 



‘Dementia Friends’ 

 

You will see from Geoff’s Chairman’s column this month that we want Bridgemead to 
become a more ‘Dementia Friendly’ home. We are building more ‘Dementia Friendly’ 
elements into the design of our alterations and our staff will be receiving more 
‘Dementia Friendly’ training. In addition to this there is the opportunity for all of us to 
become ‘Dementia Friends’ whether we are Trustees, Volunteers, ‘Friends’, family 
members or supporters of Bridgemead generally. 

 

To assist in this we are running a ‘Dementia Friends’ course which will take place 
twice, once during the day and once during an evening (it is the same course so it only 
involves attending one session). Dr Alan Young, who is a great friend and supporter of 
Bridgemead, has offered to run this course, which is being run out across the country, 
to give as many people as possible the opportunity to understand what dementia is 
and how it affects people living with dementia and their family members. 

 

We will let you know next month about the dates and times on which the ‘Dementia 
Friends’ course will take place. This is for your advance information. We hope you will 
take advantage of this to learn more and be more sensitive to people affected by de-
mentia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Virgin Money Giving 

Bridgemead has a Virgin Money Giving 

Page set up. If anyone would be interested 

in giving, the link to it is:  http://

uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/

charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?

charityId=1007255  

 

Please note that Bridgemedia can now be 

found on our website. Go to 

www.bridgecare.org.uk, click on Bridge-

media and you will find the latest issue. We 

also now have a page for Staff Vacancies 

on the website.    

 

If you would prefer to receive your copy of 

Bridgemedia by e-mail, can you please let 

us know on admin@bridgecare.org.uk  

All contributions to this newsletter are wel-
come from residents, relatives, staff and 
volunteers.   If you have something you 
think would be of interest, anecdotes, per-
sonal recollections, news events, short po-
ems or anything relevant would be wel-
come.  Published by Bridge Care Ltd, 
Bridgemead, 81 St John’s Road, Bathwick, 
Bath BA2 6PZ.  Bridge Care is a company 
limited by guarantee and registered as a 
charity under number 299400.  Limited 
Company registration number 2001246 
(England). 

 

Contact Us 

 

Give us a call for more information 

about our services. 

 

Bridge Care Ltd     

Bridgemead                  

81 St John’s Road  

Bathwick   

 

Tel: 01225 484904 

 

Email:  admin@bridgecare.org.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at 

www.bridgecare.org.uk 

 

 

 


