
BRIDGEMEDIA 
Words for Life! 

 

I sometimes find that people ask questions that I have never even thought about. Do you 
find the same sort of thing happens to you? I was thinking recently about what I would 
answer if someone said to me, “What are the most amazing few words in the Bible?” It 
was difficult, but I decided that they were probably Jesus’ words, “I am,” which are rec-
orded several times in John’s Gospel and also in Revelation. Jesus didn’t always go into 
complicated explanations about things, but simply said “I am.”  

I often think how little we understand about the world and its events, and Jesus says, “I 
am the Light of the World. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have 
the light of life.” In other words, don’t worry about what you don’t know, just follow my 
ways.  

I sometimes think about why we are here and Jesus’ words, “I am the good shepherd. I 
know my sheep and my sheep know me,” come to mind. We are here because we be-
long to Jesus and he wants us to realise that. The older we get, sometimes the more we 
think about what happens when we die and Jesus says, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. He who believes in me will live even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes 
in me will never die.” I find that Jesus has an answer for all our questions in his words, “I 
am…” 

If you want to look up some of these verses go to John’s Gospel – Ch6 v35-40, 

Ch8 v12, Ch8 v58, Ch10 v7-10, Ch10 v11-18, Ch11 v25-26, Ch14 v6, Ch15 v1-8. 

Or Revelation Ch1 v8, Ch1 v18. 

 

Alan Ashworth 
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A Message from the Chairman of the Trustees 

 

Hullo Bridgemedians 

I hope you enjoyed reading the first instalment of the ‘Remarkable Story of Bridgemead’ 
that appeared in last month’s edition of Bridgemedia. If you missed it, please ask for a 
copy. I would also encourage you to share this story with others. 

We are really excited about the new opportunities that are opening up for us and we 
want to grasp these opportunities with vision, as did the first Trustees 30 years ago. 
Their vision was to provide residential care for older people in a Christian context that 
provided the best care that could be provided in a setting where older people could 
flourish. As a result of their vision, Bridgemead came into being and has been a refuge 
for many older people and their families over the past 25 years. We truly have a great 
deal to celebrate. 

We now have the opportunity to respond in a similar way to meet the new challenges 
facing us today and have a rich heritage on which to build. The main challenge is to 
provide care to those older people living with dementia and to do so with the same 
commitment and compassion that has motivated us over the past 25 years. This is our 
new vision. 

As a first step in this direction we are planning adaptions to Bridgemead to make our 
facilities more dementia-friendly and to create more space to expand the work we are 
doing. The need to protect ourselves from the possibility of flooding at some stage in 
the future provides us with a great opportunity to do this now. It is also a fitting time be-
cause we are approaching the 25

th
 anniversary of the opening of Bridgemead. 

Our architects have had a busy month preparing a conceptual design for changes to 
Bridgemead and we hope to be able to share the plans with you when they are more 
developed. We have also been busy discussing a strategy for fundraising and will be 
sharing, with you, ways in which you can help us spread the message. 

Above all we want to reaffirm our confidence in God who we believe is directing us to 
move forward in this venture. Please pray with us that we will continue to be focussed 
on him as we put time and energy into planning for the future and continue to support 
us in any way you can. 

 

 



The Remarkable Story of Bridgemead 

 

Part 2:  The Burden Shared 

The burden of what had happened to Gladys weighed heavily on Ray King, her former 
GP and fellow church member. Ray had never been dispassionate in his dealings with 
his patients - this was just one of his many qualities that made him so popular – he 
cared deeply. 

He needed to share his burden – but to whom could he turn? 

In the church congregation, of which he was a member, was a social worker known to 
Ray. Ray knew that Gerald’s primary area of expertise was mental health care which 
included the care of older people. After one morning service Ray asked Gerald whether 
he thought that the church should be able to do something for people like Gladys. Ray 
later recalled: “I thought Gerald would hug me”. 

It was clear there was an instant rapport between them. Gerald had major concerns, 
not just for older people in the church, but for the general provision of social care local-
ly – something that Gerald and his colleagues has been trying to address for many 
years but had been unable to due to economic and cultural constraints in social ser-
vices. There was no room for new ideas or initiatives and no money to pay for them. In 
Ray’s words:- 

“[Gerald] had a heavily developed social conscience but also had ideas which he was 
unable to put to test at work but who would love the opportunity to develop them within 
the church and to God’s glory.” 

So commenced a partnership based on a shared burden that something needed to be 
done. But how should they proceed? They needed the help of others. 

Ray and Gerald began to approach others known to them with whom they felt confident 
they could bounce their ideas. There was Fred Appleton, a local businessman, Sheila 
Haughton, a retired boarding school head-teacher, and Les Ridd, a local councillor. To-
gether with Ray and Gerald this group were the original trustees of Bridge Care, soon 
to be joined by Sara Barber. 

Ray King records that, as early as those first days, he was surprised at the warmth and 
enthusiasm, tempered with caution and apprehension that greeted his and Gerald’s in-
vitation – “… nobody turned us down”. 

So there was a shared burden – but could this be translated into a vision that this 
group would be the people to make a difference? And if so how would they make it 
happen? 



July Birthdays 

 

Residents 

2nd July Rosemary Smith 

6th July Rachel Campbell 

13th July Betty Pearce 

18th July Kate Clarke 

20th July Bob King 

30th July Maggie Drew 

 

Day Club    

                                          4th July John White 

    

 

 

 

 

July Activities 

 

Friday 1st July  -     Gavin Lazarus plays 50’s and 60’s guitar 

Monday 4th  -    ‘Musica’ - Violin and music variety with Claire 

Tuesday 5th July  -   David Kniveton plays soothing flute 

Friday 8th July  -   ‘Myathon’ entertains  

Monday 11th July  -   ‘John-on-me-Tod’ singalong 

Wednesday 13th July  -  Ann and visiting dogs, Lewis and Lacey 

Friday 15th July  -       Half Day Trip to Hope Nature Centre 

Wednesday 20th July  -        Rebecca Hazelhurst ‘singalong cabaret’ 



July Activities 

 

Friday 22nd July - Lynn Sweet  sings 

Monday 25th July - Lawrence Kell plays gentle violin and mandolin 

Tuesday 26th July - Mike Renton ‘singalong’ 

Wednesday 27th July - Janet North storyteller 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Friends of Bridgemead 

 

Hello Bridgemedians, 

 

I hope that you all enjoyed our Queen's 90th Birthday Celebrations – what an achievement, 
and how happy and relaxed she looked during all the events! We are so lucky to have such 
a dedicated monarch. 

Our next event is the Strawberry Tea which this year will be on Saturday  30th July at 
Bridgemead 2.30pm. This is always a happy afternoon when residents and visitors may en-
joy a strawberry cream tea and chat!  We shall have a handmade jewellery stall, our Phoe-
nix Cards lady will be there and a small cake stall – plus a raffle. Please come and have a 
relaxing couple of hours. 

Our Christmas Fayre will take place on Saturday 3rd December at Bridgemead 2.30pm. All 
the usual stalls will be there, books, tombola, cakes, £1 stall, Phoenix cards, Guess the 
weight of the Christmas Cake and of course refreshments! Nearer the time I shall be ask-
ing you for donations – so thank you in advance! Instead of a general raffle this year we 
shall have a hamper. 

Lastly, a reminder that the 'Friends' Annual General Meeting will take place on Tuesday 19 
July 7.30pm, at Bridgemead - it would be very encouraging to see some of you there. 

 

Una 

 

 



A Trip to The Courts Garden 

 

On Friday 10th June we received a warm welcome and an introductory talk 
at the National Trust Courts Garden in Holt.  The Courts was bought by the 
architect, Sir George Hastings in 1900.  He altered the house and laid out 
the garden, which partly covered the site of the former mill.  In 1921 The 
Courts was bought by Major TCE and Lady Cecilie Goff.  Lady Goff was a 
keen gardener, who created various ‘garden rooms’ which were surrounded 
by box hedges and clipped yews. 

Our visit was extra special as Bridgemead resident, Jean Tranah celebrated 
her 99th birthday! 

 

 

Spring Word 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



Ballet at Bridgemead 

 

A Saturday afternoon was brightened by students from a local school of dance who 
came to perform for us.  The dancers performed several short pieces to a combination 
of classical and contemporary music. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Virgin Money Giving 

Bridgemead has a Virgin Money Giving 

Page set up. If anyone would be interested 

in giving, the link to it is:  http://

uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/

charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?

charityId=1007255  

 

Please note that Bridgemedia can now be 

found on our website. Go to 

www.bridgecare.org.uk, click on Bridge-

media and you will find the latest issue. We 

also now have a page for Staff Vacancies 

on the website.    

 

If you would prefer to receive your copy of 

Bridgemedia by e-mail, can you please let 

us know on admin@bridgecare.org.uk  

All contributions to this newsletter are wel-
come from residents, relatives, staff and 
volunteers.   If you have something you 
think would be of interest, anecdotes, per-
sonal recollections, news events, short po-
ems or anything relevant would be wel-
come.  Published by Bridge Care Ltd, 
Bridgemead, 81 St John’s Road, Bathwick, 
Bath BA2 6PZ.  Bridge Care is a company 
limited by guarantee and registered as a 
charity under number 299400.  Limited 
Company registration number 2001246 
(England). 

 

Contact Us 

 

Give us a call for more information 

about our services. 

 

Bridge Care Ltd     

Bridgemead                  

81 St John’s Road  

Bathwick   

 

Tel: 01225 484904 

 

Email:  admin@bridgecare.org.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at 

www.bridgecare.org.uk 

 

 

 


