
BRIDGEMEDIA 
“A Wonderful Journey!” 

 

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” John 1:14  

The biblical account of Christmas contains references to several journeys made by 
different people. Joseph and Mary had to go on a journey from Nazareth to Bethle-
hem because the Romans were carrying out a head count of everyone in their em-
pire. They set off with a donkey on the journey of probably about sixty miles, and 
then when they got there they couldn’t find anywhere to stay, and so sheltered in a 
stable where Jesus was born.  

After Jesus’s birth shepherds came to see him because angels had appeared to 
them and told them about his birth, but they probably only had to travel a few 
miles. On the other hand, the Magi who brought their gifts to Jesus as an act of 
adoration had to travel hundreds, perhaps even a thousand, miles across the de-
sert to find him. They followed a star which they knew signalled the birth of a new 
king, and in fact they went to Jerusalem thinking that the king was bound to be 
born in the capital city. But even their journey pales into insignificance compared 
with the journey Jesus had made. John tells us that   

“The Word (Jesus, God’s son), became flesh (a human being) and made his dwell-
ing among us (lived on earth with men and women). Jesus, in a way that we can-
not understand, left the glory of heaven and was born to Mary who was a virgin 
and was called Emmanuel, which means “God with us”.  

After his death and resurrection Jesus returned to his Father in heaven, leaving us 
with the promise that one day he will return in all his glory and on that day he truly 
will be King of the whole world. He wants us to know him as our King now, and to 
say to him the words of one of our Christmas hymns, “Come in to my heart, Lord 
Jesus, there is room in my heart for Thee.”  

Alan Ashworth 
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A Message from the Chairman of the Trustees 

 

Hullo Bridgemedians 

By the time you read this it will be December. As normal for the season, Bridgemead 
can expect to be even more colourful and active than usual with decorations, Christ-
mas Trees and lights and a lively Christmas programme. On 11

th
 December we are 

looking forward to a visit from the Silver Ring Choir who always put on a wonderful mu-
sical programme for us. 

2017 has been a very busy year for us - especially considering plans for the future. 
This is right and proper after 25 years and is essential in view of the steps we need to 
take to make the Home more resilient to potential future flooding. Our discussions con-
tinue and we value your continuing prayers and support. 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank all those who have worked so hard over the 
past year including the Trustees. This year has been extremely demanding on their 
time – not just attending Trustees’ meetings but providing support to the management 
and planning for the future. There is a great sense of teamwork and unity amongst us. 

I would also like to pay tribute to the hard work of the many volunteers who freely give 
their time to the work of Bridgemead, some having done so over many years. We ap-
preciate all you do, for which we thank you, and covet your ongoing support. I also 
want to thank the Friends of Bridgemead, under the capable chairmanship of Una 
McCullough, for all their support in organising and running the various fundraising activ-
ities which are enjoyed. 

Once again I want to thank Pam and the staff team who work so hard in providing pro-
fessional and compassionate care to residents and their families. This year has been 
particularly difficult from a number of respects. Their work is not easy but the dedication 
that they give to their work shows through. One resident appropriately referred to them 
as ‘ministering angels’. We know what she means  

Lastly I want to pay tribute to the support of the families of those we care (and have 
cared) for. We are grateful for the many tokens of encouragement we receive from you. 
It is a real pleasure for us to care for your loved ones and your words and practical ex-
pressions of appreciation mean far more than you could possibly imagine. 

I trust you all enjoy a blessed Christmas as we take time to ponder on the indescribable 
gift of God to a broken world – His own Son, our Saviour, Jesus.  

 



Activities we’ve enjoyed throughout 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



December Birthdays 

 

Residents 

9th December - Sylvia Little 

14th December - Mary Lester 

17th December - Doris Hunt 

 

   

  

    

 

December Activities 

 

Friday 1st December  -   Weston Townswomen’s Guild Singers 

Saturday 2nd December  -  Bridgemead Christmas Fayre (2.30pm) 

Monday 4th December  - John Holcombe sings and plays guitar 

Tuesday 5th December -  Holly Marks festive singing and music quiz  

Wednesday 6th December  -  Bing Lyle’s Christmas accordion concert 

Thursday 7th December -  Christmas Table Floral Arrangements Demonstration 

Friday 8th December -  Laurence Kell’s seasonal violin and mandolin recital 

Monday 11th December -  Alive! Memories, fun and conversation with Colin 

Monday 11th December - Silver Ring Choir Carol Concert (6.30pm)  

Tuesday 12th December - Terry & Jenny’s Christmas Ballroom Extravaganza 

Wednesday 13th December  -  ‘Now & Then’ songs and season’s greetings 

Thursday 14th December - Danny Guest sings a Christmas collection 

Friday 15th December -  Bathwick St Mary’s Carol Concert (10.30am) 

                                          Panto! - ‘The Wizard of Oz’  (2.30pm) 

For further information on all the December Activities, please see the Christ-
mas Brochure. 



Friends of Bridgemead 

Hello Bridgemedians, 

 

Well, I've been to my first Christmas celebration, so the 'Season' is upon us – in an-
other couple of weeks the shops will be stripping their shelves of Christmas Fayre 
and bringing in the Easter Eggs!!! I do wish the commercialisation of these events 
would stop or at least slow down! Not much chance of that though! What has hap-
pened to the custom, so vividly depicted in A Christmas Carol, of the Cratchit family 
buying their tree and goose on Christmas Eve…not totally practical today but what 
fun! 

 

The Murder Mystery evening was, yet again, a great success, with one of our com-
mittee, Christine Sivyour turning out to be the murderer!! Great food and location, so 
a huge thanks to Rob and Liz of 'The Long's Arms', South Wraxall who gifted the 
whole evening to Bridgemead. It made a profit of over £1,000! It was lovely to see 
Rosemary, one of our residents enjoying the evening – and her son-in-law – who 
made a great 'Elvis'!  Thanks are also due to Pam and Bev for organising the 
'murder'! 

 

By the time you read this the Christmas Fayre will be upon us, so next month I'll 
give you the details of that. 

 

I hope to see some of you at the Benefactors' evening on the 23 November, it will be 
good to put faces to some of the 'names' I seem to know so well. 

 

All that remains for me to do is to wish you all a very peaceful and happy Christmas. 

 

 

Una 

 

 



Farewell 

Mr Brian Paginton passed peacefully away at Bridgemead on Tuesday 31st Octo-

ber 2017.  Brian will be fondly remembered and missed by his family, friends and 

all those who knew and cared for him. 

Mr Danny York passed calmly away at Bridgemead on Monday 6th November 

2017.  Danny will be much missed and remembered by all those who knew and 

cared for him. 

Mrs Betty Copper passed quietly away at Bridgemead on Saturday 18th November 

2017.  Betty will be warmly remembered and sincerely missed by her family, 

friends and all those who knew her.   

Betty achieved an ambition to write a book.  ‘A Run Ashore’ which was published 

this year.  It tells of her travels throughout her life and is available to buy from Old-

field Park Bookshop and The Holburne Museum. 

At the end of the year, we take time to remember all those who have passed away, 

their families and friends. 

 

 

 

 

Spring Word 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Local Giving 

Bridgemead has a Local Giving Page set 

up. If anyone would be interested in giving, 

the link to it is:  https://localgiving.org/

charity/bridgemead/  

 

Please note that Bridgemedia can now be 

found on our website. Go to 

www.bridgecare.org.uk, click on Bridge-

media and you will find the latest issue. We 

also now have a page for Staff Vacancies 

on the website.    

 

If you would prefer to receive your copy of 

Bridgemedia by e-mail, can you please let 

us know on admin@bridgecare.org.uk  

All contributions to this newsletter are wel-
come from residents, relatives, staff and 
volunteers.   If you have something you 
think would be of interest, anecdotes, per-
sonal recollections, news events, short po-
ems or anything relevant would be wel-
come.  Published by Bridge Care Ltd, 
Bridgemead, 81 St John’s Road, Bathwick, 
Bath BA2 6PZ.  Bridge Care is a company 
limited by guarantee and registered as a 
charity under number 299400.  Limited 
Company registration number 2001246 
(England). 

 

Contact Us 

 

Give us a call for more information 

about our services. 

 

Bridge Care Ltd     

Bridgemead                  

81 St John’s Road  

Bathwick   

 

Tel: 01225 484904 

 

Email:  admin@bridgecare.org.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at 

www.bridgecare.org.uk 

 

 

 


