
BRIDGEMEDIA 
“Jesus is alive!” 

 

The angel said, “He is not here; he has risen, just as he said.”  

Matthew 28:6   

Sometimes, Good News takes a long time to dawn on us! It was certainly so for 
Jesus’s disciples. Jesus had called them to follow him some three years earlier. 
They had willingly left their jobs as fishermen, tax collectors or whatever and fol-
lowed him.  They had heard him speak with great authority, they had seen him 
heal people who were blind or paralysed. They had seen him feed five thousand 
people with five loaves and two fish and they had seen him calm the most fierce 
storm simply by saying, “Be still!”   

They had come to the point of realising that he was the Christ, the Messiah that 
people had been waiting for. Time and again, Jesus had spoken to them from the 
Old Testament Scriptures saying that he was going to be betrayed, arrested, 
flogged and put to death and that on the third day he would rise from the dead. 
They just could not understand this as it didn’t fit in with their picture of the Messi-
ah and it certainly didn’t seem like Good News.  

The reason that it was Good News was that Jesus was fulfilling God’s plan to re-
deem people by sending his Son who had done no wrong to die on the cross as 
the Saviour of the World. Because Jesus died we can be forgiven; he has paid the 
price for our wrongdoings. But God went further than that; he raised him from the 
dead to show that death had been conquered and that Jesus will reign for ever-
more.  

God’s promise is that as we put our faith in the Lord Jesus we are not only forgiv-
en but we receive the gift of eternal life. This Good News did eventually dawn on 
the disciples and it changed their lives; God wants it to be the same for each one 
of us! 

Alan Ashworth 
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A Message from the Chairman of the Trustees 

 

Hullo Bridgemedians 

I write this on a beautiful spring-like morning in the second week of March – am I being 
too optimistic I think to myself? 
 
We have had another busy month. Today we hope to submit the plans for improving 
Bridgemead for planning approval. This has taken a lot longer, largely because the 
planners asked us to provide more information than we originally envisaged. We hope 
that, by following their suggestions, the approval process will be straightforward. 
We have also appointed a fundraiser to work with us. Susannah Mansfield commenced 
at the end of February. Susannah has a good deal of experience having worked for 
Bath Festivals and, latterly, for the National Trust where she worked on some signifi-
cant schemes. Susannah will be leading the fundraising process under the manage-
ment of a Campaign Team which Marian McNeir, our patron, has kindly agreed to chair. 
Kate Lane, who has worked for us for some time, will continue as part of the fundrais-
ing team. 
 
On the subject of fundraising don’t forget that 23

rd
 April is the date of the London Mara-

thon and Stuart (Weekes) is running for Bridgemead. Stuart is enlisting a good deal of 
support through his contacts in Reading but we need to get behind him ourselves at 
Bridgemead. His target is £2,500 and he has so far raised a little under £900 (including 
Gift Aid). You can make a donation by signing the form in the Reception area or visiting 
Stuart’s Virgin Money Giving page at:- 
 
http://uk.virginmonegiving.com/fundraiser-web/fundraiser/showFundraiserProfilePage.action?
userUrl=StuartWeekes 
 

This edition of Bridgemedia continues with ‘The Remarkable Story of Bridgemead’ and 
it is timely to remind ourselves of the conviction of the original Trustees that “Unless the 
LORD build the house, its builders labour in vain.” (Psalm 127:1). Like them we need to 
find the balance between the spiritual aspect of the project and the various avenues of 
fundraising. Neither one excludes the other. It is often the case that we overemphasise 
one to the detriment of the other. We need a great deal of wisdom to get it right (and 
encouragement when we don’t). Please help us in this – we depend on the active sup-
port of all of you. 
 
Enjoy the spring! 

 

http://uk.virginmonegiving.com/fundraiser-web/fundraiser/showFundraiserProfilePage.action?userUrl=StuartWeekes
http://uk.virginmonegiving.com/fundraiser-web/fundraiser/showFundraiserProfilePage.action?userUrl=StuartWeekes


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



April Birthdays 

 

Residents 

28th April -  Ruth Wrigley 

 

    

  

    

 

 

 

 

April Activities 

 

Monday 3rd April  -  Chris Griffiths entertains 

Tuesday 4th April  -  Justin Daish sings and plays guitar 

Monday 10th April  -  Alive! Variety Hour with Nicola 

Wednesday 12th April  -  Ann with PAT Dogs Lewis & Lacey  

Thursday 13th April  -  ‘John-on-me-Tod’ plays 1950’s and 60’s songs 

Tuesday 18th April  -  David Kniveton’s flute concert 

Friday 21st April  -  Lawrence Kell plays gentle violin music 

Tuesday 25th April  -  Terry & Jenny’s Bridgemead Ballroom Dancing  

Wednesday 26th April  -  John Holcombe’s fun sing-a-long  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

Friends of Bridgemead 

Hello Bridgemedians, 

 

Well I've just returned from a long weekend with my daughter in Surrey, it was lovely 
to see everyone – the grand children grow up so quickly! Last night Roy and I were in 
Guildford to see David Gower and Chris Cowdrey (I'm sure some of you will remem-
ber these cricketing heroes!) – they spoke of their friendship of over forty years and 
how this intertwined on the cricket square. It was an excellent evening – very amus-
ing – and wonderful for me to meet David who has been a favourite of mine for years. 
 
The Beetle Drive was a great success – I think everyone enjoyed it.  We made a 
profit of over £340. Many thanks to all the helpers, attendees and to those who made 
donations! 
 
The Easter coffee morning this year is on Saturday 8 April at 10.30am. Phoenix 
greeting cards will be on sale and we shall also offer cakes and craft items.  Addition-
ally, there will be handmade pens £10 each – they are most attractive and will make 
excellent presents.  Thank you Ken! Refreshments costing £2 will be available. 
 
Friday 12 May is the date chosen for our Fish & Chip Quiz Evening – 7pm at Bridge-
mead – bring your own tipple.  Tables of four are invited to attend. This is always a 
very popular event so order your tickets early from Rosemary at Bridgemead - £12. 
 
Finally a reminder that the Friends' subscription of £5 is now due. 
 

Una 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Remarkable Story of Bridgemead 

 

Part 10.  Fundraising commences in earnest  

The Trustees set up a planning group to undertake fundraising, relying 
heavily on Martin Whiteford the fundraiser, ably supported by Margaret 
Beazer the campaign secretary. The Trustees were not experienced fund-
raisers and Ray King advised them and the Architects that the team needed 
to maintain the ethos of Psalm 127 throughout the project and that they 
should find a balance between the spiritual aspect of the project and the 
various avenues of fundraising. 

At the end of November 1988 planning approval had been granted and total 
costs were expected to rise to £1.9 million with just £22,500 having been 
raised. The interest free loan of £135,000 for the purchase of the land had 
still to be repaid. The Trustees were urged to consider ‘pace setting gifts’ – 
personal donations which would demonstrate their personal confidence in 
the project to encourage others to give. The Trustees responded positively 
to this. 

In November the planning group met with Chris Patten (now Lord Patten of 
Barnes) who was, at that time, the MP for Bath. Lord Patten, who was later 
to become very influential in the government of Margaret Thatcher spoke 
“…with feeling and depth on the needs of the Frail Elderly in general and in 
Bath in particular”. He gave his own endorsement to the project and offered 
support and assistance from both his personal and parliamentary perspec-
tives. Little did he know to what extent he would later to be called upon to 
honour his pledge – which he did with great generosity. 

The fundraising campaign was also greatly assisted with the involvement of 
Neville Pearce who was, at the time, Chief Executive of Avon County Coun-
cil. Neville was very influential in his support of Bridgemead and has been 
ever since. Following his retirement Neville worked effectively at Bridge-
mead in a pastoral capacity and his dear late wife, Eileen, served as a Trus-
tee of Bridgemead for a number of years. 

At the commencement of 1989 it was clear that this was to be an eventful 
year. Tenders would be invited for a project and more progress had to be 
made in raising the necessary funds. Little wonder the prayer letter in Janu-
ary requested prayer that God would meet the future financial needs; for re-
lationships with outside bodies; and for wisdom, strength and enabling for 
the Trustees. 

Big decisions were to be faced during 1989 – more of which next month. 



Bridgemead’s 25th Anniversary 

 

On Thursday 9th March Bridgemead celebrated its 25th anniversary by having a street 
party style buffet lunch for residents, friends and family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Virgin Money Giving 

Bridgemead has a Virgin Money Giving 

Page set up. If anyone would be interested 

in giving, the link to it is:  http://

uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/

charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?

charityId=1007255  

 

Please note that Bridgemedia can now be 

found on our website. Go to 

www.bridgecare.org.uk, click on Bridge-

media and you will find the latest issue. We 

also now have a page for Staff Vacancies 

on the website.    

 

If you would prefer to receive your copy of 

Bridgemedia by e-mail, can you please let 

us know on admin@bridgecare.org.uk  

All contributions to this newsletter are wel-
come from residents, relatives, staff and 
volunteers.   If you have something you 
think would be of interest, anecdotes, per-
sonal recollections, news events, short po-
ems or anything relevant would be wel-
come.  Published by Bridge Care Ltd, 
Bridgemead, 81 St John’s Road, Bathwick, 
Bath BA2 6PZ.  Bridge Care is a company 
limited by guarantee and registered as a 
charity under number 299400.  Limited 
Company registration number 2001246 
(England). 

 

Contact Us 

 

Give us a call for more information 

about our services. 

 

Bridge Care Ltd     

Bridgemead                  

81 St John’s Road  

Bathwick   

 

Tel: 01225 484904 

 

Email:  admin@bridgecare.org.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at 

www.bridgecare.org.uk 

 

 

 


